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CNBC named North Carolina as one of the best states 
in the U.S. to do business in thanks to our well-trained 
and diverse workforce, booming economy, low 
business costs, low tax rates, and strong business 
environment. 







or LLC







It’s a Tough World Out There







•You Can’t Just Buy a Business License and Open Your Doors!!!

•You Need a Plan, a Name, a Business Structure, Products, etc…

•But Don’t Worry, Let Me Show You How It’s Done!!!















Choose a Business Structure
Many factors from management structure to tax codes need to be considered when 
forming a business entity.

•You may want to consult with a tax expert when making this decision, such as an 
attorney, who could help you determine which structure best suits your needs. 

•The information in this class is designed to provide guidance to those interested in 
setting up a business entity and should not be used as a substitute for legal counsel. 

Most will choose 
either a Sole 
Proprietor or…

an LLC



________





















•Part of the process of starting a business is choosing a name for your business entity. 

•Proper name selection is important in your process of forming a business because 
other parties may sue for unfair competition or trade name infringement if the name 
chosen is so similar to another entity’s name as to deceive or confuse the public. 





•Once you choose a name for your business, you will need to check its availability. 

•If your chosen name is not currently being used by another business in North Carolina, 
you can file an Assumed Business Name Certificate.

•Do an online search using a variety of search engines, such as Google, Bing, and Yahoo, 
and also search the North Carolina Secretary of State's business database to check that 
your chosen name is available.



In choosing the corporation’s name there are certain legal requirements of which you 
should be aware: 
•An entity name shall not contain language stating or implying that the entity is 
organized for any purpose other than a purpose that is lawful and that is permitted by its 
formation documents. (i.e., Articles of Organization)
•The name must be distinguishable upon the records of the Secretary of State from the 
name of any other entity on the business registry. By Administrative Code, the business 
entity suffix of the name (i.e., inc., LLC) is not used to determine distinguishability on the 
records.
•An entity name shall not contain words offensive to accepted standards of decency.
The choice of a name depends on many factors, but there is one important rule to follow. 
Do not choose a name because you have seen it elsewhere and believe it will work well 
for your own entity, unless you obtain written permission of the party already using the 
name. 



https://www.sosnc.gov/online_services/search/by_title/search_Business_Registration



Within the State 



https://www.incfile.com/business-name-search



You may even want to 
search within every state 
in the U.S. to assure your 
name is available for 
internet sales.



If you have chosen a business name, you may do the following in order to determine if 
the name chosen is available for use: 

•Check the Register of Deeds office in your county and surrounding counties for similar 
names listed as assumed names or partnership names. 

•Check to be sure your name doesn't contain any restricted words.

•Check business directories, city directories, chamber of commerce lists, etc. in your 
locality for similar names.



•For a fee, hire an attorney or a trademark search firm to conduct a trademark search 
through the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office for similar Federal trademark or service 
mark registrations.

•Call or search the Trademark Registration website of the NC Department of the 
Secretary of State to determine if the words which make up your proposed name have 
been registered as a trademark or service mark under North Carolina law

•Conduct searches similar to those outlined above in other states which you plan to 
operate by contacting the officials in those states which are in charge of similar types of 
registration. The appropriate offices and the details of registration may vary according 
to the laws of each state.

•You are responsible for deciding which of these steps you should follow to determine 
whether the name you’ve chosen for your business entity is available or not.









https://www.godaddy.com/domains/domain-name-search









https://lookup.icann.org/

What Does ICANN Do?



1. Find out who owns your dream domain.
2. Get contact info for the decision maker.
3. Start negotiating.
4. Pay for and transfer ownership of the domain.

The How To’s of











•Personally I think you need to have around 3-5 different products for sale.

•Lots more is fine, if you can handle it though.

•This insures if some of your selection falls out of favor with your customers, you still 
have enough popular products to generate income. 

•This allows you time to research and source new products to regain sales.











And if you make your own product, you may want to 
think about protecting your intellectual properties (ip). 









You may need to obtain an EIN for tax purposes.

Form SS-4

Link to the IRS EIN form.



https://sa.www4.irs.gov/modiein/individual/index.jsp



Nearly all businesses will need to register for federal taxes by applying for an Employer 
Identification Number.













For sole proprietorships and general partnerships: 
•Navigate to edpnc.com and download an Assumed Business Name Certificate.

•Fill out the form with the assumed name, the owner's name, business type and 
address, and the names of the NC counties where the business will operate under the 
assumed name.

•Deliver your Assumed Business Name Certificate in person to your County Register of 
Deeds office and pay the fee, if required.

•You can find your County Register of Deeds office address on the NC Association of 
Registers of Deeds' website.









Still thinking of a business name? Start now and decide later.

We do right by you
We will refund our fee within the first 60 days if you're unhappy 
with our services. Learn more









https://sosnc.gov/Identity/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2Fonline_filing%2Ffiling%2Fcreation





https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JDpixsLP-b4









https://www.ncbold.com/license







https://www.ncdor.gov/business-registration-checklist



Resources for Starting a Business
•North Carolina does not have a One-Stop-Shop to register across state agencies for all 
types of licenses. 
•You will need to contact Federal, State, and Local agencies for their requirements 
depending upon your type of business, whether you will have employees, or 
determining tax implications of your decisions. 
•Below are links to agencies which may assist in your research and planning to launch a 
new business. 

https://sosnc.gov/home/Online_Services









Step 1: Check to see if your preferred business name is available.
https://www.sosnc.gov/online_services/search/by_title/_Business_Registration

Step 2: Check to see if your preferred website domain is available.
https://www.godaddy.com/domains/domain-name-search

Step 4: If a Sole Proprietorship, file your Assumed Name form with the state.

Step 5: If an LLC, file your  Articles of Organization form.

Step 3: If you need to obtain an EIN number from the IRS.
Form SS-4

https://edpnc.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/A-Assumed-Business-
Name-Certificate.pdf

https://edpnc.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/H-Limited-
Liability-Company-LLC-Articles-of-Organization-Form-L-01.pdf





Thanks for Coming! 
Contact me on my website 

www.12teachyou.com


